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Food for Thought 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

On April 27, 2011 the largest tornado outbreak ever recorded hit parts of the southern 
U. S. causing catastrophic destruction in five states – Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Missis-
sippi, Tennessee, and Virginia.  Four of the tornadoes which swept through the South on 
that terrible day were destructive enough to be rated EF5 tornadoes, which is the highest 
ranking possible.  EF5 tornadoes are extremely rare and yet on this day alone there were 
four EF5 tornadoes killing an estimated 346 people.  Tornadoes, hurricanes and typhoons 

have always been with us, of course.  However, there are disturbing indications that with the earth gradually 
warming they are becoming ever more violent.  No one wants to be in the path of one of these freaks of nature. 

Probably the most famous tornado of all time exists only in a work of fiction.  Once there lived a little girl 
named Dorothy.  Dorothy lived with her aunt and uncle in Kansas during the Depression.  One day a violent torna-
do struck their house.  This powerful storm takes Dorothy and her little dog Toto to an entirely new world.  There 
is not one single thing in this new world that resembles the world in which she previously lived.  In this new world 
there is immense beauty of which she had never dreamed.  There is also danger. A long the way Dorothy devel-
ops friendships with a Scarecrow who needs a brain, a Tin Man who wants a heart, and a Cowardly Lion who des-
perately needs courage.  Together these four, plus Toto, have a mighty adventure.  By the time Dorothy returns 
home to Kansas she learns many lessons about life.  We know this story as The Wizard of Oz.  

According to a story in Acts chapter 2, the Day of Pentecost also begins with the sound of a violent wind.  We 
have no reason to believe it was a tornado.  No damage was recorded.  Nevertheless, this wind filled the room 
where the disciples of Jesus were gathered.  The disciples did not realize it at the time, but this wind would carry 
them on an adventure that would last for the rest of their lives, an adventure both fascinating and frightening, life
-changing and life-surrendering.  As Luke describes the Day of Pentecost a violent wind filled the house where the 
disciples were gathered and what seemed to be tongues of fire came to rest on each of them.  All of them were 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.  Pentecost was a Jew-
ish holy day, and the city was filled with Jews from every known nation on earth.  When they heard the sound of 
this violent wind and the disciples speaking in various languages, a crowd gathered in bewilderment.  One reason 
they were bewildered was that each person in the crowd heard their own language being spoken.  Utterly 
amazed, people in the crowd asked:  “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans?  Then how is it that each of us 
hears them in our native language?  What does this mean?”  For one thing, it means that God was there.  There 
is no other explanation for Pentecost.  The wind, the tongues of fire, the crowd who heard the gospel each in his 
own language this was a world-changing event.  God was giving birth to a new movement, a movement that was 
destined to sweep across the earth.  The second thing we notice is the change that occurred in the lives of the 
disciples.  These men who were testifying had basically been in seclusion since Christ’s crucifixion out of fear of 
the Roman authorities.  The resurrection buoyed their spirits but it did not change them into flaming apostles of 
Jesus Christ boldly proclaiming his name and performing miracles that all the world could witness.  Yet here they 
were witnessing in such a way that even strangers who spoke no Hebrew or Aramaic knew what they were say-
ing.  Luke tells us that three thousand people were added to the church that day.  What an outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit that was!  The third thing we notice is that these were ordinary people who were used by God in an extraor-
dinary way.  None of these men were high-powered executives, none were entertainment superstars or high gov-
ernment officials.  They were very ordinary men with ordinary dreams until the Holy Spirit fell upon them on the 
Day of Pentecost.  The disciples were very much like you and me.  Before Pentecost they were still looking out 
primarily for their own selfish interests.  They were weak, confused individuals who were 
caught up in something they didn’t really understand.  But after Pentecost they were so 
transformed that they turned the world upside down.  Wouldn’t you love to see such a 
miracle take place in our church today?  It could happen, but every one of us would need 
to surrender ourselves to God like the disciples surrendered themselves to God.  We would 
need to pray that whatever it costs, God would use us to touch our family members, touch 
our neighbors, touch our co-workers as the disciples touched the lives of people around 
them.  We would need to become new people.  We would need to pray that the Holy Spirit 
would work through us in such a way that we could make a real difference in our commu-
nity.  What an adventure that would be!  That’s food for thought! 
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A big thank you to everyone who 
participated in making our Easter 
morning service so special. Thank 
you to Mark and Jenny Phinney, Dick 
Bennett, and Gene and Zachary 
Bruss for helping with the drapes be-
hind the cross.  Thanks to Bob and 
Linda Knowleton who donated the ivy 
for the Flowering Cross and to Kelli 
Mansel Arbuckle and Judy Halstead 
who helped prepare it.  Thank you to 
the team of “Marys” and to Linda 
Rhodes who helped finish up their 
costumes.  Thanks to the many lily 
carriers, the acolytes, and to Vince 
Sutlive who narrated the beginning 
of the service.  These volunteers, 
along with our clergy and music min-
istry, helped to make it a beautiful 
service.  

Ann Brown-Hailey and Debbie Bruss    

Our family would like to extend 
thanks to our church family for the 
many expressions of sympathy on 
the passing of Ralph D. Stephens.  
Thank you to the Care Committee for 
the lovely reception after his memori-
al service.  Your thoughts and pray-
ers have meant so much to us. 

Phoebe Stephens  
and Debbie Stephens Bruss  

and family  

Our thanks and God’s blessings 
are sent to everyone for their love, 
prayers, cards, calls, visits and many 
more acts of kindness before, during, 
and after Sally’s illness and passing 
on April 6, 2017. 

The Sally Smith Rutherford Family 

Senior Pastor’s Bible Study 
 

“The devil, you say. . .” 
 

Wednesday evenings from 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
&  

Thursday mornings from 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
 

beginning May 31 and June 1. 

 
We’ve all either said or heard the statement 

“The devil made me do it.”  While it is usually said 
in jest it raises important theological questions:  
Can Satan, or the devil, compel a person to do any-
thing?  Is Satan behind every evil act?  What hope 
does a human being have in an encounter with Sa-
tan?  One may even wonder, does Satan really ex-
ist?  What are contemporary understandings of Sa-
tan and how do such understandings 
shape our daily Christian life?  In 
this brief three-week study on 
“the devil, you say . . .” we 
will explore what the Bible 
says to us about Satan.  

Virginia Annual Conference 

June 16-18 in Hampton, VA 
 

The 235th session of our Virginia Annual Confer-
ence of The United Methodist Church will convene 
at the Hampton Roads Convention Center in Hamp-
ton, Virginia, on June 16-18.  Our conference theme 
this year is “A New Thing,” guided by the scriptural 
passage of Isaiah 43:19:  Behold, I will do a new 
thing, now it shall spring forth; shall you not know 
it? I will even make a road in the wilderness and 
rivers in the desert.  Our new resident Bishop Shar-
ma D. Lewis will preside.  Bishop Debra Wallace-
Padgett, resident bishop of The North Alabama Con-
ference will teach two Bible study sessions.  Confer-
ence preacher will be Bishop James Swanson Sr., 
resident bishop of the Mississippi Conference.  
Check out the Virginia United Methodist Conference 
website (vaumc.org) for news and information on 
our upcoming annual conference session. 

Thank You! 

https://www.vaumc.org/
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In early 2017, a suggestion was made by a long-time member of the Williamsburg United Methodist 
Women (WUMW) organization to capture a bit of information on the naming of each Women’s Circle.  From 
this idea, a project was born to gather and document some history about the various WUMW groups.  Each 
team was asked to delve into their past and fondly reminisce.  This article is the third in a series to capture 
and share some interesting and fun facts about the Women’s Circles of the church.  

In 1992, the popularity of Williamsburg UMC’s Olive Casey Circle was so great that is was difficult for all 
the women to occupy the same room at the same time.  While popularity and growth can be a good thing, 
sometimes change can be daunting.  Reluctantly, it was decided that the time had come to form a new circle.  
There were concerns as to whether a new group could attract as many members as the Olive Casey Circle. 

Undeterred, Dorothy Rascoe and a few other women agreed to start a new group.  They chose to name 
the new unit the Heritage Circle.  In the beginning, the circle had 14-16 members.  However, as new devel-
opments such as Governor's Land and Ford's Colony were being built, many new people were moving to Wil-
liamsburg and sought out our church.  Fortunately, the circle members’ fears were needless and membership 
grew quite rapidly. 

Over the years, Dorothy became good friends with Mary Lou Clarke, who was the wife of the Rev. Dr. A. 
B. Clarke.  Rev. Clarke was minister of our Methodist church from 1931-1935 when it was located on Duke of 
Gloucester Street.  Mary Lou was a native of Hopkinsville, KY and one of 14 children.  After graduating with 
highest honors from Wesleyan College in Macon, GA, she taught high school French and Latin.  She then felt 
called to Christian Education and attended graduate school at Scarrett College before serving as Christian Ed-
ucation Director from 1928-1930 at First Methodist Church in Murfreesboro, TN.  Mary Lou’s brother, John, 
who was on his honeymoon in Europe, met A. B. Clarke, a young Methodist minister traveling from his pas-
torate in Hopewell, VA and invited him to Nashville to meet his sister.  This fortuitous event led to the mar-
riage of Mary Lou and A. B.  Mrs. Clarke served with her husband in the ministry for more than 40 years be-
fore moving to Williamsburg Landing after his death in 1983. 

Dorothy felt Mary Lou was a great Christian woman and wanted to find a way of honoring her friend.  The 
Heritage Circle decided a wonderful way to do so would be to incorporate Mary Lou’s name into the circle 
name.  Mary Lou had other ideas.  She told Dorothy that circles should be named in someone’s memory after 
they died, and not while they were alive.  Plus there already was a Mary Lou Clarke Circle at a Virginia Beach 
church and who needed two?  Mary Lou had strong convictions and insisted that Dorothy wait until her pass-
ing before naming a circle for her.  When Mary Lou died in 2002 at the age of 99, the members of Heritage 
Circle renamed the group the Mary Lou Clarke/Heritage Circle.  Several years later, it was decided that the 
name was too long and shortened it to the Clarke/Heritage Circle. 

One of the first mission opportunities the circle decided to tackle was volunteering at FISH.  At that time, 
FISH was located in a house on the corner of Burns Lane and Jamestown Road (which is now the Christian 
Science Reading Room).  The job they were given was to sort donated ladies lingerie by size.  Every month, 
Anne Miller, went to FISH to collect the lingerie.  She loaded it into her car and delivered it to Room 101 in 
the church basement where the circle ladies met.  With much talking, laughter and occasional modeling, the 
clothes were neatly folded and organized by size.  They were then put back into Anne's car for return to the 
house on Burns Lane.  For 25 years, the circle women have continued with this mission and enjoy every mo-
ment of it. 

Clarke/Heritage is one of the larger WUMW circles and currently has 38 members.  In addition to support-
ing FISH, they also find time to provide supplies for Envoy Nursing Home, support the Salvation Army and 
provide ministries to local nursing homes on the 2nd Wednesday of the month.  

Spotlight on UMW Circle 
History 

Clark / Heritage Circle 
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Williamsburg 
United Methodist 

Women 
June 2017 

UMW Circle Meetings 

WUMW Hands-On 
Mission Days a Success 

 
During our two Hands-On Mission Days, for-

ty-six pairs of loving hands contributed 125 
woman-hours (plus 3 man-hours) to serving our 
Williamsburg community.  Food was distributed 
at Grove Christian Outreach; Mother's Day flow-
ers were delivered to Faith In Action shut-ins; 
merchandise was stocked at Habitat for Human-
ity ReStore; beauty items were packaged for 
Avalon Center clients; the Kibble kitchen was 
organized and notes written for the Heritage 
Humane Society; craft supplies were sorted for 
the Respite Center; toys were washed for the 
WUMC Mother's Day Out; and, letters written to 
30 Methodist missionaries.  Our volunteers were 
truly committed to these tasks with compassion 
and charity! 

Flower Ministry 
 

Each Monday, volunteers for Shepherd’s 
Fold make several small arrangements from the 
flowers you see on the altar and deliver them to 
our homebound members.  We are looking for 
additional volunteers to arrange flowers and de-
liver them.  The commitment is once a month 
on a Monday morning.  If you enjoy seeing 
friends who no longer attend church, you can 
be a flower deliverer and experience the joy of 
brightening someone’s day.   The flower deliver-
er commitment is minimal, about once a quar-
ter, anytime on Monday.   

 

Questions?  Contact  
Vikki DiToto (903-4976) 
or vikkilynn@cox.net. 

OLIVE CASEY CIRCLE 
Monday, June 5 at 11:30 a.m. at Judi French’s home 
(112 Wetherburn Lane) for brunch and a business 
meeting.  Please RSVP to your “Caller”.  We look  

forward to seeing you at Judi’s. 
 

CLARKE/HERITAGE CIRCLE 
Tuesday, June 6 at 9:45 a.m. in Room 309.   

Following the business meeting, the circle members  
will enjoy their annual spring “Lunch Out”. 

 

JEAN CRAIG CIRCLE 
Tuesday, June 6 at 1:30 p.m. in the Brookdale  

Activity Room.  The theme is “Are you a special ‘body’ 
maybe a whobody or a somebody?”   

June treats will be served. 
 

SUSANNA WESLEY CIRCLE 
Wednesday, June 7 at 10:00 a.m. in Room 309.  The 

program will be on the Brookdale Senior Living facilities.   
 

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE 
Monday, June 12 at 10:30 a.m. in the church den.  

Stephanie Slocum will share news from the  
Greater Williamsburg Outreach Mission (GWOM)  

Community Kitchen. 
 

CAROL SCOTT CIRCLE 
Tuesday, June 13 at 12:30 p.m. luncheon at  

Waypoint Restaurant. 
 

SISTERS-IN-FAITH CIRCLE 
Tuesday, June 13 at 6:30 p.m. dinner together  

at Anna's Brick Oven, 2021 Richmond Road. 
 

WILLIAMSBURG LANDING CIRCLE 
Tuesday, June 20 at 10:30 a.m. in the Williamsburg 

Landing Main Building in the auditorium (on the kitchen 
side). 

 
IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

UMW Day — June 3 at Ferrum College 

mailto:vikkilynn@cox.net
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We all need a caring and con-
cerned friend at difficult times 
in our lives.  A Stephen Minister 
can listen confidentially and 
care for you or someone you 

know who is having a difficult time.  If you have a 
burden to share, contact Nancy Rivero (206-1943) 
or any one of the pastors (229-1771) for a referral 
for a Stephen Minister. 

“The Look” 

YouTh and ChiLdren’s MinisTrY is Changing 

Actually, “The Look” is completely the wrong 
name.  Let us introduce you to “The Village”. 

Starting in September at 9:30 a.m., The Village 
will meet in the Fellowship Hall every Sunday.  It 
will be worship, it will be active, it will be contem-
plative, it will be formative, it will be all-age, it will 
be together, it will be separate, it will be communi-
ty, it will be, above all, Jesus centered. 

The Bible makes it very clear early on 
(Deuteronomy 6:6-7) that all of us have a role to 
play in sharing faith with our children: 

“These commandments that I give you today 
are to be on your hearts. Impress them on 

your children.  Talk about them when you sit 
at home and when you walk along the road, 
when you lie down and when you get up.” 

The 9:30 a.m. youth and children’s groups will 
become part of The Village.  After all, it takes a vil-
lage to raise a child, right?  At the beginning of each 
session everyone – teenagers, children, adults – is 
welcome to join together for a time of worship 
which will include scripture and a scene-setting talk 
before separating out to different groups to further 
explore the theme for the day.  From September to 
Christmas 2017 we’ll be following the Lectionary, 
the same themes as will be explored in the 8:15 
a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services.  

To make all this happen though, will take a vil-
lage of people, and this is very much a lay-lead, 
people-headed “thing”.  

 Could you help plan and/or lead the commu-

nity worship time at the beginning (it’s about 
30 minutes total on any given Sunday)? 

 Can you play an instrument or sing?  Join 

the music teams that will lead worship.  

 Could you assist with a children-focused 

group?  Or a group focused on middle school 
ages, 11 — 14? Or high schoolers?  Curricu-
lum and support material will be provided for 
all age groups.  

 Could you lead an adults discussion group?  

(Parents are welcome to participate with 
their children in their groups too.) 

 Could you help with sound and visual stuff?  

Some of this will be projected, some of it 
could be designing cloths for the communion 
table and so on. 

It will be a very Methodist Village too . . . there 
will be coffee and donuts you’re welcome to bring 
to the table (we’ll be sitting around tables café 
style).   

 Could you help with the refreshments? 

After the main everybody together session at 
the beginning and the breakout groups we’ll gather 
everyone back together again for 10 — 15 minutes 
of closing worship together as a “village” of believ-
ers.  

If you are interested in getting involved, please 
talk to either of us as a first point of call and we’ll 
take it from there.  

 

Andy Glascott, WUMC Youth Director  

229-1771 ext. 259 or 
aglascott@williamsburgumc.org 

 

Cindy Banek, WUMC Education Director 

229-1771 ext. 258 or 
cbanek@williamsburgumc.org 

mailto:aglascott@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
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Village Life  

Do you have an article for the Newsletter? 
 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the deadline 
for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be typed or neatly 
printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing for grammar, 

spelling and content.  Please submit by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  Questions?  Please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

“They felt drawn into this growing 
young faith community not only that 
morning but also for the weeks and 

months to come.  

It wasn’t the preaching or the teaching. 

It certainly wasn’t the building or the 
worship style. 

It was the life shared among the  
congregation that drew them in.” 

Yesterday I shared lunch with a number of 
other youth pastors from around Williamsburg, 
a wonderful mix of denominations and ethnici-
ties, and a great bunch of people to connect 
with and learn from.  One referred to the well
-known phrase “it takes a village to raise a 
child”.  It set me thinking.  “The Village”.  
Hmm . . . 

What comes to mind when you hear the 
word village?  My cousins in Ireland grew up in 
one with a population of 200 people, 2 stores, 
2 churches, a gas station, a post office and 7 
pubs.  Everybody knew everybody.  Outsiders 
like my brother and I when we’d spend weeks 
there in the summer got recognized, and noth-
ing went unnoticed, particularly among the 
couple of dozen Protestants in the village. 

Community.  Togetherness.  Relationships.  
All are at the heart of “village”.  Of course, 
there will be disagreements as well, but when 
there is togetherness and relationship, com-
munity grows.  Disagreements become con-
versations and growth opportunities when to-
getherness and relationship exist. 

Laurence, whose story is at the top and 
told in “Growing Young” by the Fuller Youth 
Institute, had gone to a Christian university, 
and been a regular worshipper, but drifted 

away in his college years.  Eventually, he and 
his fiancée decided to try and reconnect with a 
church.  It was the warmth of that community 
that kept them going back.  He seemed to 
check all the boxes, but church at college left 
him cold and he had drifted.  

I wonder how warm or cold people feel 
when they visit WUMC?  I’ve heard stories, 
and witnessed first-hand, both very warm and 
very cold welcomes.  It’s not about our build-
ing or how well the AC works or not, but about 
us, and how we welcome the stranger in our 
words, our actions, our looks.  

Yesterday at lunch we reviewed an article 
from Sticky Faith by Dr. Kara E. Powell and 
Dr. Chap Clark about family ministry.  It high-
lighted how parents are the number one faith 
influence on their children.  The rest of us at 
church are all faith influencers too.  The sum-
mary paragraph included this (italics mine): 

“The reality is that what matters 
more than looking like we are living a 

faithful Christian life is choosing to 
live a certain way because Christ has 

compelled us.  How we interacted 
with a homeless person, for instance, 
will probably make a more indelible 

impression on our kids’ faith than the 
size of the check we wrote to our 

church that week.” 

We’re not all parents with children at 
WUMC, but we all have a part to play in creat-
ing the warmth that is needed to welcome and 
keep welcoming the Laurences and others of 
this world, whether they be children, teenag-
ers, newly retired or any other age.  

Andy Glascott, WUMC Youth Director 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org


 

8 

Did you know?  
The global outreach of Williamsburg UMC extends to Cambodia in the per-

son of Clara Biswas, our missionary in that Southeast Asian country torn apart 
by the unspeakable atrocities of the Pol Pot regime (1975-1998).  In little more 
than a decade the United Methodist Church has created an indigenous church of 
154 congregations whose mission is to heal the wounds of genocide through the 
proclamation of God’s love. Clara’s assigned role is to bring Christ to “the poor-
est of the poor”:  the children and families of Phnom Penh who glean the city’s 
garbage dump for survival.  Clara's ministry provides health care, education, and 

the love of a faith community to those otherwise abandoned by society.  Her mission statement, she 
says, is that of Christ:  “To bring hope to the hopeless, bring light to those who are in the dark, bring Christ 
to the poor, and to share the love of God” (Luke 4:18-19).  Our church's support enables her do that.  

Your Global Outreach Team 

Guest Youth Choir Concert 
 

The combined IMAGE Youth Choir and Jubilate! Young Adult Chorale of Derbyshire Baptist Church, Rich-
mond, VA will present a worship concert Wednesday, June 21 at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary of Williamsburg 
United Methodist Church as part of their 2017 Virginia “Old Dominion Tour.”  The 55-minute worship concert 
will incorporate traditional hymns, classical works, spirituals and contemporary music all highlighted by hu-
morous and poignant dramatic sketches.  Also featured in the program will be selections by a five-octave 
handbell choir. 

Summer Choir Begins June 5! 
 

Anyone can be a part of the choir in the Summer (well, that’s true any-
time of year), but if you would like to see what the Sanctuary Choir is like, 

come out on a summer Sunday mornings and give us a try!  We have lots of fun together . . . we’re really a 
small family within the church. 

Rehearsals are on Sunday mornings thirty minutes before each service (7:45 a.m. for the 8:15 a.m. ser-
vice and 10:30 a.m. for the 11:00 a.m. service).   

Either way, you can get your day off to a great start and have the rest of Sunday ahead, or you can sleep 
in a little and come sing for worship.  The songs in the summer are easy to learn and easy to sing.  You’ll al-
so have an experienced choir member to sit beside who will help you if you’re not sure!  Each year we retain 
someone for Sanctuary Choir in the fall.  Will you be one of these?  Anyone from rising 9th graders to the age 
of 158 is eligible to sing in the Summer Choir!   

Music Ministry News 

For more information about our music ministry and its upcoming events, contact Lou-Anne Smith, Director of 
Music Ministries (229-1771 ext. 107) or lsmith@williamsburgumc.org. 

mailto:lsmith@williamsburgumc.org
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From the Trustees 
 

Because we are living in a changing world, the Trustees have been studying ways to make WUMC more 
secure.  Below is our new Building Security Policy.  There will be changes as we move forward.  We ask for 
your patience and understanding as we work together to make this a safer environment for all. 

Beginning June 1, 2017, the access to the building will be as follows: 

1. During Sunday Worship Services and other Services during the week, both sets of main double 
doors facing Jamestown Road will be open.  Access from the rear parking lot will be through the 
main double doors (under the Welcome banner) and the rear double doors to the Educational 
Wing. 

2. During regular weekdays, access from the rear parking lot will be through the main double 
doors (under the Welcome banner) from 8:00 a.m.— 9:00 p.m.  In the evenings when Early 
Childhood Music School (ECMS) is in session, the double doors into the Educational Wing will 
be open. 

3. All other doors will remain locked. 

4. All doors can be opened from the inside in an emergency. 

Please note that doors can be opened for church related special 
events by making advance requests to the church office staff during reg-
ular office hours by calling 229-1771.  If you have any questions about 
this new policy, contact Mary Rogers Hill, Chair of Trustees (229-0389). 

Respite Volunteers Provide 2500+ 
Hours Annually 

Respite volunteers were recognized at an afternoon reception 
held at the Williamsburg United Methodist Church.  Volunteers 
add spice to our weekly afternoon social engagement program 
through music performances, gardening projects, flower arrang-
ing, educational programs, pet visits, tai chi, artistic expression, 
and socializing with our 12 members daily.  Some volunteers have served since Respite's inception in 2001, 
coming weekly to enjoy companionship with our members and assisting staff with activities.  Respite provides 
a gift of time to care partners, and a gift of engagement for their loved ones.  For information, contact Car-
olyn Yowell (229-1771 ext. 354). 

Please get all supplies to the church by Wednesday, May 31 so we can 
determine what we need to fill in the gaps.  Money for supplies and/or shipping is 
welcome at any time.  Make checks out to WUMC with UMCOR Kits in the 
memo line. 

Big Assembly Day on June 4 in the Fellowship Hall from 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  We will assem-
ble and pack up the health kits to send to Annual Conference, June 16-18.  This is a fun work day – come 
and join us to work or just cheer us on. 

UMCOR  KITS 
 

UMCOR Kit Challenge:  1000 Health Kits by June 1. 
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PRAYER AND THE 
DIFFERENCE IT MAKES 

 

PRAYER AND GOD’S NATURE 
 

Throughout the Bible, believers are called to pray.  
What does it mean to “pray without ceasing?”  Does prayer 
really make a difference?  It is beneficial to define the fo-
cus or our prayers-GOD.  Biblically speaking, God is a per-
sonal being which means that we can interact with God.  
This is important because it means we can interact with 
Him, that He has a will and that we are able to relate to 
Him on a meaningful level. 

God is also loving (I John 4:8, 16; John 3:16).  He is 
not only loving, but omnibenevolent (all loving).  This 
means that God always desires the best for us because He 
loves us. 

God is also powerful, meaning that no prayer is beyond 
His ability to answer.  “For nothing is impossible with 
God” (Luke 1:37). 

God is all-knowing.  God is not limited because He 
knows everything that is happening in His creation.  In re-
lation to God’s omniscience (all-knowing), Jesus said, “Your 
Father knows what you need before you ask 
him” (Matthew 6:8). 

God is wise and holy.  He knows what is best for us, as 
well as what will lead us to holiness rather than sin.  He is 
active in His creation, but also involved in the life of every-
one.  This means that no prayer is too great for Him, but 
no prayer is too small for Him. 

God has many attributes.  Of utmost importance to our 
prayers is God’s sovereignty.  He is supremely in charge of 
everything that happens in His universe.  Nothing takes 
Him by surprise and nothing happens in our lives without 
the knowledge of God, even though we may not always 
understand His actions. 

In hearing and responding to our prayers, then, we are 
assured that God will do so on the basis of His many attrib-
utes.  His personal nature, love, power, knowledge, wis-
dom, holiness, immanence and sovereignty all play a role 
in how we relate to God in prayer and how 
He relates to us. 

Excerpted from Robert VeLarde 
(Focus on the Family) 

 
For more information about our  

Prayer Ministry, contact  
Cindy Banek (229–1771 ext. 258) or 

cbanek@williamsburgumc.org. 

Living Fully, 
Dying Well 

 
 

Wednesdays from 6:30 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.  
June 28 – August 23 

Are you . . . 
 

 Wondering if you will be ready when the 

time comes to make end-of-life decisions 
for your parents? 

 Not sure how to talk to your kids about 

death? 

 Hoping to ease the burden on others as 

they try to fulfill your wishes when you 
can no longer advise them? 

 Full of questions about faith, God, death, 

and what comes next? 

 Wishing you could talk more easily about 

your values and desires with the people 
you hold most dear? 

 Eager to focus on shaping your legacy? 

 Worried how to treat your relatives fairly 

when you know you need to treat them 
differently? 

 Scared or anxious about dying?  

 Wanting to live your life as fully as pos-

sible as long as possible and then let go 
in peace? 

 

This opportunity is for you.  Living Fully, 
Dying Well is a 9-session class using curricu-
lum developed by UM Bishop Rueben Job.  
Co-led by Rev. Helen Casey-Rutland and 
Rev. David Hindman. Register and get your 
book ($8) through the church office.  

For more information, or if you are con-
cerned you might miss a class, contact Rev. 
Helen Casey-Rutland (229-1771 ext. 357).  

 

mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
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Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the families of those who have passed away during 
the month of May: 

Elinor “Ellie” Bernd 

Zonnie LeCompte 

Memorial Giving  

given to Respite Care  
in memory of Rev. Frank Herbert Gross from 

 Ms. Margaret Avery 

given to the 3rd Century Endowment Fund  
in memory of Elinor E. Bernd from 

 WUMC Fellowship Sunday School Class 

given in memory of Walter A. Leyland Jr. from 

 Mr. & Mrs. Charley Skillman 

given to the Respite Care Scholarship Fund 

in memory of Edward Kime from 

 Ms. Allison Butler 

given in memory of Philip Brooke Magruder from 

 Mr. Fred Satterwhite 

 Mr. & Mrs. Charles Maslin 

 Ms. Ann Snead 

 Mr. Lewis Casey 

 Mrs. Frances White 

 Mr. & Mrs. Vic Zodda 

 Mr. & Mrs. Howard Walton 

 Mr. & Mrs. Hugh Van Brimer 

 Mr. Walter Gundaker 

 Mr. & Mrs. George Watson 

 Ms. Katrina Duff 

 Mr. & Mrs. William Voliva 

 Mr. & Mrs. William Thompson 

 Ms. Sandra Bright 

 Ms. Barbara Fisher 

 Ms. Shirley Ann McGrath 

 Mrs. Shirley Leyland 

 Mr. & Mrs. Dean Mook 

 Mr. & Mrs. Jim Smith 

 Mr. & Mrs. David Anderton 

 Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Simpson 

 Mr. & Mrs. Charley Skillman 

 Ms. Jean Bruce 

 Ms. Nancy Clark 

given in memory of Raye Trent Tabb from 

 Rev. Dr. & Mrs. David Hindman 

given in memory of Sally Smith Rutherford from 

 Jo Ann Smith 

given to the Memorial Garden in memory of Ralph Disque Stephens from 

 Ms. Julia Halstead 

 Mr. & Mrs. George Watson 

 Ms. Holley Walling 

 Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Gada 

 Ms. Mary Louise Connelly 

 Mrs. Elizabeth Walentisch 

 The Chris Alex Family 

 Mrs. Shirley Leyland 

Ron Lippert 

Bob Orwoll 

Tom Smith, Respite Alum 
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Respite Passes Goal for Scholarships  

During “GiveLocal757” Campaign  
 

Respite Care of WUMC participated in the Give Local 757 fundraising campaign on May 9, to raise funds 
for scholarships to Respite.  The Peninsula Agency on Aging (PAA) is no longer funding new families for Res-
pite.  They grandfathered funding for existing members to attend but the need to provide financial help to 
new families with limited means, remains. 

Currently, one in five families is attending Respite on a scholarship.  Families with financial need can ap-
ply for a scholarship, with up to 13 visits awarded per quarter.  Respite costs $50 per day, to cover wages for 
5 staff daily plus refreshments, art supplies, etc.  A scholarship day allows the member to attend at no cost. 

Our 2017 GiveLocal 757 goal was to raise $2,500 for 50 scholarships.  Instead, we raised over $3,000, 
doubling our donations from 2016!  Thank you for allowing everyone to benefit from Respite’s remarkable 
social engagement program.  If you missed the opportunity to 
participate and would like to donate to Respite’s Scholarship 
Fund, designate this on the memo line of your check payable 
to Respite WUMC. 

 

With gratitude, 
Carolyn Yowell 
Respite Director 


